Fibromyalgia syndrome: an overview of potential drug targets.
Fibromyalgia syndrome (FMS) is a chronic disease of widespread and debilitating pain. The cause of FMS is unknown and its risk factors are poorly understood. It occurs frequently in the general population where it is often co-morbid with other rheumatoid and pain disorders, and psychiatric disorders such as anxiety and depression, making diagnosis particularly difficult. Several types of drugs are used to treat FMS, but none are specifically approved for this indication. FMS appears to be strongly associated with depression or at least with some symptoms of depression, and antidepressants appear to be effective in the treatment of this disorder. The advent of new classes of antidepressants with fewer side effects than older drugs has suggested new avenues of therapy for patients diagnosed with FMS.